
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHO ARE WE? 
�  Promote fellowship among Sri Lankan 

professionals in the UK, and pool their knowledge 
and skills for the benefit and development of Sri 
Lanka 

�  Encourage members and colleagues to raise their 
professional outlook and standards 

�  Project a positive image of Sri Lankans in the UK 
as a community of capable, knowledgeable and 
friendly people making a valuable contribution to 
the UK's economy and culture 

WHAT DO WE DO? 
�  Seminars and workshops organised around a 

professional theme or subject of popular interest 
�  Quarterly events to build fellowship among 

members and friends 
�  Development assistance to Sri Lanka such as 

Tsunami relief, house building initiatives and 
promoting use of renewable energy 

�  Mentoring young Sri Lankans through their 
professional development 
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MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT 
 

 
 
The first event ‘Ask the Doctors’ was held in January. The audience was treated to short 
talks by eminent Sri Lankan doctors and then they had the opportunity to ask questions 
from the panel. A similar event was held in March for the benefit of Sri Lankan 
undergraduates which was attended by about 130 students. Students had the benefit of 
career advice from a panel of experts. The third such event, ‘Ask the Lawyers’ was in 
June. The panel of legal experts gave talks on a variety of topics, which was well 
received by the audience.  
 
The next event ‘Ask the Academics’ will be at the Sri Lankan High Commission on the 
20th at 6.30pm. We have a team of renowned Sri Lankan academics whose knowledge 
will be freely shared. It is not often one gets the chance to listen to a panel of such 
eminent Sri Lankans. As we do not want to send anyone hungry after the event, there will 
be a good spread of light refreshments! All are welcome to this and make sure that you 
have this date firmly etched in your diary.  
 
I would like to invite anyone with an interest in joining fellow Sri Lankans towards helping 
the Sri Lankan community and Sri Lanka to fill out a membership form. Even if you don’t 
want to join us as a member, simply come along to our events and enjoy the fellowship.  
 
Dr Andrew Nayagam 
President APSL UK 

The Association of Professional Sri Lankans is in its 5th year now, 
having had the last Annual General Meeting on the 26th of April. APSL 
has become a well established Association with a growing 
membership. One of APSL’s aims is to bring the Sri Lankan 
community together and use our professional knowledge and 
expertise to help them. It is with this in mind that we embarked on a 
series of events called ‘Ask the Experts’. 

EVENT CALENDAR  
 
Ask the Academic   
20th Sept 2008 @ 
6.30pm 
Sri Lankan High 
Commission, London.  
 
Topics 
·  Clean Energy 
·  Future Workspace 

Biological control of 
Garden Pests 

·  Is there health without 
mental health 

·  Origins of life on earth 
 
Call 0207 262 1841 x248 
to reserve your place 

 
Autumn Event  
22 November 2008 
Wakefield, Yorkshire.  
A memorable event in the 
north of England. For further 
details visit our website. 
 
Ask the IT Guru 
24th January 2009 
6.30pm 
Sri Lankan High 
Commission, London.  
 

 
 

Ask the Doctor - 28th January 2008 
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Ask the Lawyer - 12th July 2008 
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APSL Hospital Needs Project  
 
Government hospitals in Sri Lanka work under severe financial constraints. They are in need of medical 
equipment and other resources to meet the increasingly challenging demands for medical care. This APSL 
supported special project facilitates provision of urgently needed medical equipment to the Colombo South 
Teaching Hospital.  Please visit the dedicated web site sanctioned by the Secretary, Ministry of Health in Sri 
Lanka (via the APSL website) for more information. 

AGM 2008 & SPRING EVENT  

“We may not be alone after all …” 

Professor Chandra Wickramasinghe of Cardiff University, the world’s leading authority of the 
theory of “Panspermia” delivered the keynote speech at the APSL Annual General Meeting & 
Spring Event. This was held in April this year at Baylis House, Slough. Prof. Wickramasinghe 
pointed out that the Planet Venus, as hot as hell and written off as a habitat of any life in recent 
times could be, after all harbouring microbial life in its cloudy upper atmosphere. He said that 
life on earth originated in deep space and travelled here hitch hiking on comets.  

Nalika de Silva’s short film titled ‘The Stone Breaker’ not only caught everyone’s attention, but 
was also a showpiece of emerging talent. The day concluded with a dinner dance which went 
well into the night.  

 

www.apsl.org.uk 
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Technology transfer to 

rural Sri Lanka  
Well done Dharme! 

FIRST PILOT PROJECT OF "SOLAR VILLAGE" TAKES OFF  
IN SRI LANKA 
 
The first solar village cluster in Sri Lanka has been established to accelerate 
economic development of the rural population. A solar water pumping system has 
been installed in Kaduruwewa in the Kurunegala district, ably guided by APSL 
stalwart Prof. I M Dharmadasa, and supported by the Helasarana organisation. The 
pumping system provides about 500 watts of power to pump clean water from a 
closed well to 125 village homes via a storage tank. The infrastructure for the water 
supply system was built by the "World Vision" programme and villagers in the area.  

 
The solar village concept was the brainchild of Prof. Dharmadasa.  As the co-
ordinator of DFID (Department for International Development) funded and British 
Council managed link programmes, he worked with six local universities to build 
capacity for solar energy research, and promote clean energy technologies for 
poverty reduction and social development. Led by Dr. Krishan Deheragoda from the 
University of Sri Jayewardenepura, a team consisting of final Geography students will 
be carrying out research and supporting the local community as part of their final 
year projects.  

 
Dr. Deheragoda and Prof. Dharmadasa have had initial discussions with the 
Environment Minister, Mr Champika Ranawaka and Mr Rathika de Silva, Vice 
President of Sustainable Development at Holcim (Lanka) to replicate similar projects 
around the country. Twelve such projects will follow under "Green Villages" or 
"Haritha Gammana" concept with the experience gained from this first "Solar Village" 
pilot project. Visit Dharme’s Blog on our APSL web site for more information on 
renewable energy and related research & development. 
 

APSL Debut @ FOC  
For the first time APSL operated a stall at the 
annual Festival of Cricket. More than 50 new 
members joined APSL, making it a very 
memorable and productive day for us. Well 
done to Ranjan & Anya who spearheaded all 
the arrangements!  The General Secretary 

APSL Secretariat 
22, Glenroyd 
Windhill 
Shipley 
West Yorkshire 
BD18 1EJ 


