
The APSL UK 6th AGM and Dinner Dance 
 

The 6th Annual General Meeting of the APSL, followed by a Dinner Dance was held at the 
Holiday Inn Surbiton, Surrey on Saturday 24th April 2010. 

  
The AGM started at 4.00 pm, with the President of APSL UK, Professor I.M. Dharmadasa 
×ÅÌÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȢ -Ò 2ÁÎÊÁÎ 0ÅÒÅÒÁȟ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ 3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙȭÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔȟ ÏÕÔÌÉÎÅÄ ÔÈÅ 
achievements of the APSL during the past 12 months, its remarkable growth over the last 6 
years referred to its blueprint for the coming years. The President also highlighted the 
ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ ρς ÍÏÎÔÈÓȟ ÉÎ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒ !03,ȭÓ ÍÁÉÎ ÔÈÒÕÓÔ ÉÎ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÁÎ ÉÎÆÌÕÅÎÔÉÁÌ 
and operational partner in the development of Sri Lanka.  Professor Dharmadasa referred 
to the APSL blueprint for sustainable development with clean energy technologies as the 
cornerstone of SL Government Policy. The setting up of Solar Village projects in Sri Lanka, 
ÂÙ ÃÏÌÌÁÂÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 3, 3ÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÌÅ %ÎÅÒÇÙ !ÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÙ ɉ3,3%!Ɋ ÉÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ !03,ȭÓ 
knowledge transfer successes. In order to accelerate the replication of these projects, a 
ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÉÓÓÕÅ ÏÆ Ȱ'ÁÖÅÓÈÁÎÁȱ ÍÁÇÁÚÉÎÅȟ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÌÅ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÕÓÉÎÇ 
indigenous energy sources in SL, was published and distributed among participants.  Both 
Prof. Dharmadasa and Eng. Ranjan Perera went into some detail on the current and 
proposed projects in SL on Solar power, Bio-Diesel and other renewable energy projects.  
%ÎÇȢ 0ÅÒÅÒÁ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ 3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙȭÓ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ÁÌÓÏ ÒÅÆÅÒÒÅÄ ÔÏ !03,ȭÓ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ 5+ ÓÕÃÈ 
as the APSL Annual Convention in Birmingham, out of London engagements and inter-
action with the SL community in Nottingham, Salford, Wakefield, Birmingham etc.  The 
Treasurer of APSL, Accountant Suraj Wijendra, presented the Annual Accounts and Report 
which indicated the donatÉÏÎÓ ÍÁÄÅ ÔÏ )$0ȭÓ ɉ)ÎÔÅÒÎÁÌÌÙ $ÉÓÐÌÁÃÅÄ 0ÅÒÓÏÎÓɊ ÁÔ Á ÔÉÍÅ ÏÆ 
need, as well as ÔÈÅ Ȱ0ÁÎÁȱ ÌÉÍÂ 0ÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÅÄ ÂÙ $Ò "ÁÎÄÁÒÁ 0ÁÎÁÇÁÍÕ×Á ÆÏÒ ÕÓÅ ÏÆ 
both SL Soldiers and the innocent victims (Tamil, Muslim and Sinhalese) who lost their 
limbs due to the war.  It highlighted what a regular sum of money, irrespective of the 
amount, can make a remarkable difference to the quality of life of another.   



The election of Office Bearers for 2010/11 followed, presided by Solicitor Member, Mr 
Rohan de Alwis, where the following members were unanimously elected as Members of 
the Executive Committee: 

 
President: Prof. I.M. Dharmadasa (Engineering Scientist) 
Vice-Presidents: Mr Leslie Dep (Chartered Surveyor); Dr Marc Dissanayake (Medical 
Doctor); Mr Rohan de Alwis (Solicitor)  
General Secretary: Mr Ranjan Perera (Engineer) 
Deputy General Secretary: Mr Mohan Siriwardena (Lecturer)  
Treasurer: Mr Suraj S Wijendra (Accountant) 
Assistant Treasurer: Mr Thushara Madurasinghe (Accountant)  
Executive Committee Members: Mrs Shiranee de Saram (Snr Speech Therapist), Dr Anya 
Perera (Lecturer) , Dr Athula Sumathipala (Medical Doctor); Mrs Gayani Senaratne 
(Lecturer) , Mr Lasantha de Alwis (Attorney-at-Law), Mr Mervyn Silva (IT Director) , Dr 
Mahesh de Silva (Engineer), Dr Indrajit Coomaraswamy (Economist), Mr Janath 
Jayawardena (Engineer), Dr Roger Srivasan (Scientist), Dr Channa Jayasena (Medical 
Doctor); Dr Lara Jayatilake (Medical Doctor); Dr Andrew Nayagam (Immediate Past 
President: Medical Doctor); Dr. Ananda Thevadasan  (Accountant & Business Analyst). 
 
Upon the due election of the new Office Bearers for 2010/2011, the Patron of APSL, His 
Excellency the High Commissioner for SL in the U.K., Justice Nihal Jayasinghe addressed the 
gathering.  Justice Jayasinghe noted the achievements of APSL as an association as well as 
its members, not just in the fields of law, engineering, economics, medicine, IT and science, 
but in all other areas including the teachers, nurses, businesspersons, self-employed and of 
course the students of SL origin who were studying to be the future of not just SL, but also 
as "Citizens of the World".   
  
After a short break, the Keynote Speaker, Professor Sir Sabaratnam Arulkumaran was 
introduced by Dr Andrew Nayagam, the past President.  Sir Arul, a true and distinguished 
Sri Lankan, who has worked in SL, Singapore and in the UK was knighted by Her Majesty 
the Queen in her Honours List last year.  He is the second member of the Sri Lankan 
community to be knighted, the first being Sir Desmond de Silva Q.C., a lawyer, a few years 
ago.  APSL is privileged to have both of Sir Arul and Sir Desmond as its members. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
3ÉÒ !ÒÕÌ ÍÁÄÅ Á ÖÅÒÙ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÔÁÉÌÅÄ 0Ï×ÅÒ0ÏÉÎÔ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ Ȱ-ÉÌÌÅÎÎÉÕÍ 
development goals and reflections on SLȱȢ  He presented facts on where the developed and 
developing nations of the world stood in terms of health care, not just by the number of 
hospitals, but also the facilities/infra -structure in rural/out of town areas, and showed the 
remarkable way SL has kept up to be close to the developed world health care standards.  
This was attributable to the high quality/intelligent well trained health care professionals, 
not to be misunderstood to be simply the doctors, but also the nurses, mid-wives, out-
reach workers and all support staff.  Sir Arul highlighted the fact that despite the 25 years 
of Civil conflict, SL has been able to develop and reach out to the worse affected areas of 
the East and the Northern Provinces, where the infrastructure has been rapidly developed.  
The AGM concluded with Dr Andrew Nayagam and Prof Dharmadasa delivering a joint 
Vote of Thanks to appreciate the contribution of Sir Arul not just to APSL but to the wider  
community in general. 

After an intellectually stimulating session from 4.00pm to 7.00pm, APSL members and 
guests of 200 assembled in the magnificent Holiday Inn Ballroom for the social highlight of 
the evening ɀ the Dinner Dance.  Sri Lankan and Bharatha dancers entertained the participants 

bringing Eastern cultural show with Sinhalese and Tamil songs and music. A mouthwatering three 
ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÂÕÆÆÅÔ ×ÁÓ ÌÁÉÄ ÏÕÔ ÂÙ (ÏÌÉÄÁÙ )ÎÎȭÓ 3ÉÎÈÁÌÁ and Tamil Chefs followed by Dancing to 
ÔÈÅ ÅÎÔÈÒÁÌÌÉÎÇ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÏÆ Ȱ3ËÙ (ÉÇÈȱ. 
 
For more details and photos visit:  www.apsl.org.uk 
 
Press Enquiries :  
Ranjan Perera, General Secretary, APSL, ranjanperera@blueyonder.co.uk 
Date:  4th May 2010 
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